Port Efficiency Keeps Pace With Trade Growth
Tuesday, 28 October 2003
Quarterly trade results# released this week by Sydney Ports shows consistently strong trade growth in containers through Port Botany supported by improved stevedore productivity, and growth in bulk cargo and motor vehicle imports through Sydney Harbour.

Sydney Ports Chief Executive Officer, Greg Martin, said trade growth should strengthen further over the coming months leading into the pre-Christmas import season.

“These first quarter trade results build on the record container trade throughput of 1.16 million TEUs set during 2002/2003,” Mr Martin said.

Trade statistics

Total container trade for the three month period was 305,946 TEUs, an increase of 6.1 per cent over the same three-month period in 2002/2003.

Full container imports totalled 158,285 TEUs*, up 6.7 per cent on the same period last year. Imports from China were up by 20.1 per cent compared to the same period last year, including significant import growth from New Zealand, USA, South Korea and Japan.

Full container exports totalled 74,220 TEUs, 3.2 per cent lower than for the same period last year, although exports to China and New Zealand recorded growth of 26.6 per cent and 10.3 per cent growth respectively.

Empty container exports totalled 70,183 TEUs, an increase of 19.8 per cent over the same period last year refecting the import/export imbalance and continued efforts by shipping companies to send empty containers back to Asia in advance of the Christmas season.

Motor vehicle imports through Sydney Harbour continue to strengthen with approximately 6.1 per cent growth (at 52,000 units) for the first financial quarter on the same period last year. 

Other non containerised trades saw strong growth in cement and gypsum predominately supplying the Sydney metropolitan construction industry. The refined oil sector and the bulk-gas trade both posted strong increases when compared to the same period last year.

Port Productivity:

Recently released productivity indicators^ show Sydney’s average crane rate for the June 2003 quarter at 27.2, was 1.3 container lifts/hour greater than the previous quarter – which is on par with the current Five Port Average of 27.5, and well above the Federal Government benchmark of 25 container lifts/hour. 

The vessel working rate and ship rate for Sydney were significantly higher than the Five Port Australian Average. In addition, despite the increased volumes, the median time a vessel spends in port decreased by 4 hours to 32 hours, an improvement of 11 per cent.

Vessel numbers:


There has been a five per cent increase in ship numbers calling at Sydney’s ports during the 1st financial quarter compared to the same period last financial year reflecting the increased trade volume.

#Preliminary figures; *TEUs: Twenty-foot equivalent unit container; ^ Productivity indicators: Waterline June Quarter 2003, Bureau of Transport & Regional Economics 
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