New Trade Record Set By Sydney's Ports
Tuesday, 22 July 2003
A new all time high for New South Wales’ container trade has been set by Sydney’s ports, with more than 1.16 million containers* traded through the ports during the 2002/2003 financial year.

Sydney Ports Corporation Chief Executive Officer, Mr Greg Martin, said the end of year trade of 1,160,747 teus# is a significant 15 per cent increase on the previous financial year and a 14.2 per cent increase on the previous high set for container trade in 1999/2000 during the run up to the Sydney Olympics.

“Sydney is an import dominant port with full container imports of 586,899 teus – up 15.7 per cent on the previous financial year (507,042 teus). Whereas full container exports at 293,777 teus were 4.5 per cent down on the previous financial year (307,529 teus),” Mr Martin said.

“These end of year preliminary container trade figures are indicative of the demand generated for imported goods by Sydney consumers and manufacturers, as the majority of containers moved through the ports are destined within only 40 kilometres of the ports.”

Preliminary empty container throughput for 2002/2003 was 280,071 teus. 

Mr Martin said that although container exports have suffered through a combination of poor overseas trading conditions, the NSW drought and the strengthening Australian dollar, there are some highs in container exports, such as increased exports of aluminium from the Hunter Valley; growth in wine exports; a rise in paper exports from Western Sydney; and increased exports of pet food from the Central West.

In terms of non-containerised cargo, more than 190,000 vehicles were imported this year, setting another record performance above the 183,000 vehicles imported during 2001/02.

Shipments of bulk chemicals and gases were up on last year by 0.8 per cent, with imports showing a 4.3 per cent increase. Non-containerised timber shipments were 3.7 per cent higher than last year. Petroleum oil imports through Port Botany’s Bulk Liquids Berth remained stable. However, petroleum imports through the ports’ private berths fell 2.5 per cent, reflecting the reduced demand for aviation fuel.

Vessel visits to Sydney’s ports at 2,331 in 2002/03 were an increase of three per cent from 2,259 calls in 2001/02 reflecting the greater trade throughput. Gross vessel tonnage increased by eight per cent above the previous year reflecting the increase in vessel numbers and the deployment of larger vessels that are now servicing Australia’s major ports. 

Mr Martin said that the year’s container trade growth record exceeded the average seven per cent annual growth achieved over the past 30 years. “Sydney’s container throughput is expected to triple over the next 20 years, exceeding some three million containers by 2025.” 

*Container: a standard container which is a twenty foot equivalent unit (teu#).
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