Transporting the Ports to Rural NSW
Tuesday, 28 October 2003
Western# NSW exporters and importers, logistics managers and transport operators will be connecting with Sydney’s ports this week as part of Sydney Ports Corporation’s annual rural visit to important trading regions of NSW.

Sydney Ports Corporation’s Board members and trade managers will be meeting with manufacturers, exporters, importers and transport operators in Bathurst, Orange and Manildra on Wednesday 29 October, followed by the Corporations’ annual regional board meeting in Orange on Thursday 30 October 2003.

Sydney Ports Chairman, Mr David Field, said it was an important opportunity for the Board and the Corporation’s trade managers to discuss emerging opportunities and challenges regional importers and exporters may be facing in getting their product to and from the port.

“The visit to Western NSW is part of Sydney Ports’ Customer Strategic Alliance Program and also an opportunity to brief clients on world shipping trends and port developments such as the proposed expansion of container facilities at Port Botany,” Mr Field said.

Chief Executive Officer of Sydney Ports, Mr Greg Martin, said that one of Sydney Ports’ primary objectives is to improve the land transport system with a greater emphasis on the use of rail transport to move goods to and from the ports.

“Sydney Ports is working closely with stevedores, transport operators and government departments to improve rail operations for the benefit of exporters and importers,” Mr Martin said.

“Western NSW is a significant catchment area for export trade through Sydney, transporting approximately 40,000 TEUs* through Sydney, predominately by rail.

“About half of Sydney’s exports are sourced from rural and regional NSW, with an estimated 75 per cent moved by rail,” he said.

However the drought has eroded port throughput from Western NSW by about 30 per cent with major reductions occurring in processed wool, meat, wheat, cotton and flour exports. 

However export positives include the continuing growth in shipments of pet food, whitegoods and fibreboard.

Media are invited to meet with the Sydney Ports’ Corporation Board at the following locations for photo and interview opportunities:

Wednesday 29 October

Bathurst: 11am: Photo opportunity Masterfoods Australia New Zealand - Petcare entrance, Adrienne St, Raglan 

Orange: 1.30pm: Photo opportunity Electrolux Refrigeration Plant, Edward St, show casing new product for the recently secured export market of Italy.

#Western NSW includes Orange, Bathurst, Blayney, Dubbo, Parkes, Forbes, Warren, Trangie
*TEUs - twenty foot equivalent

For further information contact: Emma Ridley Tel: 02 9296 4995 or 0414 426 614
