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Gains already made in port efficiencies need to be supported by enhanced land-side infrastructure planning and logistics efficiencies along the supply chain.

Speaking in Sydney today at the Australian Rail Summit 2003, Sydney Ports Corporation’s CEO, Greg Martin, said that “Sydney is one of the most efficient ports in Australia; however, it is no point holding this mantle if land-transport logistics and infrastructure do not facilitate and build on port efficiency gains.”

“Sydney Ports has a leading role in ensuring the efficient transportation of cargo to and from the ports is achieved.

“To this end, the current intermodal network servicing the needs of Sydney’s growing trade demand must expand further, focussing on the need for larger hubs such as Minto and St Mary’s and provision of dedicated freight rail track where freight trains currently share track with passenger services on the metro rail network beyond Enfield/Chullora.

“Given 85 per cent of container cargo is moved within a 40 kilometre radius of the ports, short distance rail haul should play a larger role in moving cargo within the metropolitan area.

“It is the Ports’ objective to facilitate at least a 40 per cent rail modal share in the medium term,” Mr Martin said.
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