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Trade figures, released today in Sydney Ports’ 2003 Annual Report, show rail strengthening its role as a key facilitator of transporting cargo within metropolitan Sydney - moving more trade to and from Sydney’s ports.

As Sydney’s ports set an all time high for container trade, 1.16 million TEUs*, rail has also set a new record by moving an extra 30,000 containers* this past financial year, transporting 255,000 TEUs compared to 225,000 TEUs in 2001/02 to and from the ports.

Sydney Ports CEO, Greg Martin said that with more than 85 per cent of the goods exported or imported through Sydney’s ports originating or destined within the metropolitan area, freight rail plays an important role in distributing cargo to this growing market.

“The volume of containers moved by rail has increased significantly over the past eight years from 79,000 TEUs in 1995 to 255,000 TEUs this past financial year,” Mr Martin said.

“Sydney Ports' objective is to achieve at least a 40 per cent rail modal share in the medium term which is consistent with both government’s and private operators’ desire to push more cargo on to rail. 

“Currently, close to 25 per cent of containers move by rail to and from the port. Significant volume growth has been achieved over the past 12 months to all terminals within the Sydney metropolitan area. Traditional rail exports from regional areas have had to contend with the challenges of last year’s drought across NSW. A strong agricultural economy over the next two years should help push rail modal share towards 30 per cent.”

Mr Martin said Sydney’s figures for the modal share of cargo moved by rail exceed its major competitors. Melbourne and Brisbane ports’ rail modal share for containerised cargo is approximately 18.8 and 18 per cent respectively.

Mr Martin said that while rail will continue to grow its share of cargo, road will still play a significant role in moving cargo to and from the ports as trade grows.

Other highlights for the year include:
• Top four finalist for best OH&S strategy, National HR Awards 2002
• Successful Port Safety Operating Licence audit with no non-conformances maintaining our international safety standards
• Electronic Data Interchange shipping manifest uptake target of 85 per cent achieved
• A new record of 196,000 motor vehicle imports.

Sydney Ports has also released an Environment Report providing information on its environmental activities and initiatives and its ongoing commitment to continually improving environmental management and performance.

Sydney Ports’ Annual Report and Environment Report is available at www.sydneyports.com.au / Media and Publications.

*Container: a standard container is a twenty foot equivalent unit (TEU).
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