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Today a significant maritime narrative was unveiled to salute the evolution of the “working harbour and bay”, its people, and its valuable contribution to Sydney and the State.

On behalf of Sydney Ports Corporation, the NSW Treasurer, Minister for State Development, the Hon. Michael Egan, MLC, launched the book, First Port Future Port – Celebrating 100 years” at the Australian National Maritime Museum, citing the research as a valuable piece dedicated to the preservation of our maritime history and heritage.

“Most importantly, the book’s author Ms Edna Carew, captures the anecdotes of the people who lived and breathed the ports over time, and illustrates how the demands on the Harbour at the time shaped port management,” Mr Egan said.

Sydney Harbour in the 21st century is a scene of constant maritime traffic, container ships, ferries, water-taxis, yachts, cruise ships, fishing boats and runabouts.

Historically, Sydney is a maritime city – even before Europeans arrived and the city was built, the Eora people lived, worked, and celebrated at the water’s edge.

“The launch today celebrates 100 years of service to Sydney Harbour and those that helped shape Sydney Ports Corporation and its predecessor organisations, Sydney Ports Authority, the Maritime Services Board and the Sydney Harbour Trust,” Mr Egan said.

“The story of Sydney Harbour, which has been a working port since the start of European settlement in 1788, is characterised by a continuing challenge to accommodate the often conflicting needs of a growing waterfront population, a trading port and a natural pristine harbour home to a variety of marine life,” Mr Egan said.

The first Harbourmaster was appointed to control the Port of Sydney in 1811. However, it was not until 1901, when the privately owned wharves were transferred to a public authority for management of the Harbour’s port facilities, that the makings of Sydney Ports Corporation as we know it today began to evolve.

Mr Egan said this evolution has enhanced the competitive environment that will see a wider choice for port customers and consumers.

The Sydney Ports Chairman, Mr David Field also reiterated the Corporation’s key role in the protection of the marine environment and ensuring the ports’ operations are managed in an economically, socially and environmentally responsible manner.

“Together with the NSW Government, the preservation and retention of Sydney Harbour as the working Harbour both from an economic and heritage viewpoint is advocated,” Mr Field said.



Summary evolution timeline of Sydney’s ports

• pre European arrival - Eora people lived, worked, and celebrated at the water’s edge.
• 1770 Captain James Cook landed at Botany Bay.
• 1788 Captain Arthur Philip and the First Fleet landed at Sydney Cove.
• 1799 first coal export.
• The first Harbourmaster was appointed to control the Port of Sydney in 1811. 
• 1825, introduction of the first Act regulating shipping in NSW, pilotage made compulsory and special pilotage board established to govern pilots.
• 1901 the State government resumed the wharves and created the Sydney Harbour Trust in response to the outbreak of diseases caused by infestations of the wharves by rat plagues.
• The 1936 the Sydney Harbour Trust was replaced by the Maritime Services Board of NSW, controlling management and navigation laws for all the ports of NSW.
• 1955 Caltex established oil refinery at Kurnell.
• By the 1960’s containerisation of cargo and roll on/roll off facilities established at Darling Harbour and White Bay.
• 1973 Glebe Island container berths were opened for trade.
• Approval was given to develop a port in Botany - 34 hectares of land was reclaimed at Botany Bay by 1972.
• In 1979 the first bulk liquids berth opened at Port Botany and Port Botany’s Brotherson Dock was commissioned, doubling the container handling capacity of Sydney ports.
• 1982, CTAL terminal at Botany Bay commissioned
• The Sydney Ports Corporation of today was born in 1995 after the MSB was dissolved to allow for the creation of three stand-alone port corporations of Newcastle, Port Kembla and Sydney. 


The book can be located at the Corporation’s website under “Publications” at www.sydneyports.com.au 
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