Harbour Water Spectacular - Visual Opportunity
Wednesday, 13 November 2002
A spectacular water display by Sydney Ports Corporation’s emergency response fire tug, the Ted Noffs, will mark the welcoming of the latest cruise vessel to call Sydney home. P&O’s Pacific Princess is the second cruise ship to be based in Sydney. 

The newest cruise liner based in Sydney will sail in tandem with P&O’s existing domestic based vessel Pacific Sky, offering cruise enthusiasts with more up market styled cruising. The Pacifc Princess has scheduled 15 cruises from Sydney over the next 6 months, and will carry more than 10,000 Australian passengers.

“Sydney Ports has invested over $30 million dollars in the last three years in the $50 million upgrading of its two purpose-built cruise terminals, offering first class accommodation to the plethora of cruise vessels visiting from all over the world, and a greater variety of restaurants for passengers and local Sydney-siders to enjoy,” said Sydney Ports Chief Executive, Greg Martin.

“As the only Australian port with two cruise terminals, Sydney is more than capable of handling two domestically based cruise vessel and this year will also be the temporary home to three international vessels cruising the region for a period of three months,” said Mr Martin. 

“Cruising is booming all over the globe, Australia alone has 100,000 people taking a cruise somewhere in the world each year (an increase of 44% since 1997), with 64,000 cruising domestically. It is estimated that each International cruise visit injects approximately $1million into the local Sydney economy,” said Mr Martin. 

When:

10:00 am, Wednesday, 13 November 2002: estimated time the “Ted Noffs” will welcome the Pacific Princess as it enters the Harbour near Bradleys Head. Possible viewing opportunities: in front of the Opera House, Kirribilli Point, from the Harbour Bridge.

10:30am, Wednesday, 13 November 2002: estimated time the Pacific Princess will berth at Wharf 8 Darling Harbour. The vessel will remain in port for approximately five days.

4:00pm, Monday, 18 November 2002: estimated time the Pacific Princess will depart Wharf 8, as it begins its first South Pacific cruise. 

Facts:
• In the 2002/2003 season, Sydney Ports Corporation’s cruise terminals will host thousands of international tourists with 78 cruise vessel calls in to Sydney.


• This year’s season is two months longer than Sydney’s traditional cruise season, catering for 19 more vessel visits, which is a positive for Sydney’s tourism industry.

• The 30,000-ton Pacific Princess carries 700 passengers and 370 crew and more than two thirds of the cabins boast private balconies, with 93 per cent of its cabins having ocean views.

• Pacific Princess’s cruise destinations include Noumea, Lifou and Isle of Pines in New Caledonia and Vila, Champagne Bay, Lamen Bay and Mystery Island in Vanuatu, with cruises starting from $2295.

• More than 12 million people around the world cruise each year, with the $40 billion international cruise industry growing up to three times faster than the general travel industry. 

• Sydney was voted number one in the category of “Best Destination Experience” in the Dream World Cruise Destinations Awards 2001which was based on a survey of international cruise lines asked to nominate the port that they feel offers the best travel experience.

• Sydney has won many other Dream World Cruise Destinations awards including “Best Destination” in the ‘rest of the world’ category in 1996 and 1999 and “Best Port Welcome in 2000”

• Sydney Ports Corporation owned Overseas Passenger Terminal at Circular Quay was recently refurbished at a cost of $44 million and boasts 4 new restaurants and upgraded amenities.


Note: please visit website www.sydneyports.com.au , Port Operations, Ship Schedule, to check Pacific Princess’s schedule.
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