Sydney Ports Corporation protecting the Harbour
Thursday, 29 March 2001
Sydney Ports Corporation has commissioned the Australian Museum to carry out a survey of Sydney Harbour to determine the presence, type and abundance of introduced marine pests. 

The survey will use the resources of the local community, which is being asked to report sightings of any new or unusual marine animals or plants in the harbour.

The survey is to be carried out as a result of the Federal Government’s commitment to better manage ballast water in Australian Ports and reduce the risk of further introductions.

Australian Qurantine Inspection Services (AQIS) will implement new ballast water management arrangements in July 2001, by means of a newly developed Decision Support System (DSS). For this system to work effectively a baseline study of Sydney Harbour must be undertaken to determine the current condition of the port environment.

“The DSS will regulate the discharging of ballast water by vessels coming into Australian Ports and in turn help reduce the number of harmful introduced marine organisms being transferred from other coastal environments” said Murray Fox, General Manager, Navigation and Environment, at Sydney Ports Corporation. 

Mr Fox said “The Sydney Harbour Introduced Marine Pest Survey will commence this week. The survey will cover 11 separate sites in the Harbour where it is expected that ballast water discharges have occurred in the past”.

Sydney Ports Corporation and the Museum are calling for members of the public, especially those working on and around the harbour such as fishermen, divers, wharf workers and shipping personnel, to contribute to the survey. Individuals with any observations of changes to marine species populations, or information relating to the identification of exotic species in Sydney Harbour are asked contact the Australian Museum on 02 9320 6202 or by email to sand@austmus.gov.au.
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