Sydney’s Cruise Season wraps up with The World
Friday, 11 April 2003
“The World of ResidenSea is returning to Sydney this weekend (Saturday, 12 April), marking the end of another successful international cruising season, consisting of three new international vessel visits and a 30% increase in calls from last season,” said Greg Martin CEO Sydney Ports Corporation.

The World, the only resort community circumnavigating the globe, will cruise under the Harbour Bridge at approximately 7:45am and will berth at Sydney Ports’ Wharf 8 Darling Harbour for three days.

The World returns to Sydney following a decision made by the residents to stay in Australia longer than scheduled. It returns just over a month after its five day long stay in March at the Overseas Passenger Terminal.

“This welcome surprise visit will coincide with the arrival of Crystal Cruises’ Crystal Symphony on Sunday (13 April) at 2pm, which will be the last cruise ship to arrive in Sydney in a season which lasted from October to April, two months longer than usual,” said Mr Martin.

The 51,044 ton Crystal Symphony carrying 480 passengers, will be berthed at the Overseas Passenger Terminal for its two day stay and will depart for Noumea on Monday at 9pm.

Sydney was host to 78 cruise vessel visits in the 2002/2003 cruise season and the departure of The World on Monday evening (14 April) will be the last international cruise vessel to sail out of Sydney. P&O Cruises’ Sydney based vessel Pacific Sky will continue to cruise in and out of the port all year round.

“The future season looks promising for the cruise industry with approximately 80 vessels expected to visit Sydney and another three new international vessels to make their inaugural visits, a testament to the recent award presented to Sydney Ports Corporation for “Best Destination Experience” at the Dream World Cruise Destinations Awards 2002,” said Mr Martin.

“The continued stability in cruise visits to Sydney signifies that international tourists perceive Sydney as a safe and exciting destination. The success of the second Sydney based cruise vessel P&O Cruises’ Pacific Princess also shows strength in the domestic cruise market.

“Sydney’s commitment to the cruise industry is demonstrated by the $44 million overhaul of the Overseas Passenger Terminal and the provision of first class amenities for passengers visiting Sydney.

“The 2003/2004 season will begin memorably with the arrival of the biggest ship to visit Sydney – P&O Cruises’ Star Princess. The 109,000 ton vessel, arriving on the 26 November 2003, is more than double the tonnage size of the Pacific Sky and approximately 50 metres longer and almost 40,000 tons bigger than the QEII,” Mr Martin said.

The vessel built in February 2002 has a capacity of 2,600 passengers and will make four calls into Sydney in the coming season. Other ships to visit Sydney for the first time in 2003/2004 include P&O Cruises’ Adonia and Fred Olsen’s Blackwatch.

Note: please visit website www.sydneyports.com.au , Port Operations, Ship Schedule, to check cruise vessel arrivals and departures.
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