Harbour Water Spectacular for SuperStar Leo
Wednesday, 30 April 2003
Today (30 April), the largest cruise vessel to visit Sydney, Star Cruises’ SuperStar Leo, will make its way through Sydney Harbour for the very first time.

The luxury liner will be welcomed with a spectacular water display by Sydney Ports Corporation’s emergency response fire tug, the Shirley Smith, at approximately 7:40am as it makes way past Bradleys Head. 

SuperStar Leo will then make its way under the Sydney Harbour Bridge to berth at Sydney Ports’ Wharf 8 Darling Harbour cruise terminal for the day.

The 76,800 ton Superstar Leo will cruise in and out of Sydney over the next three months, as it conducts regular cruises to the South Pacific and various Australian Ports.

The cruise liner is scheduled to make Sydney a Port of call ten times between now and mid July, berthing at either Wharf 8 Darling Harbour or the Overseas Passenger Terminal at Circular Quay 

Sydney Ports’ Chief Executive Officer, Greg Martin, will present the ship’s captain with a commemorative plaque on board the vessel today (30 April), which is customary for all vessels on their maiden voyage to Sydney. 

The 268 metre long vessel has a total of 13 decks and accommodates 2,000 passengers and 1,000 crew. It is Asia Pacific’s largest luxury cruise vessel.

The arrival of the SuperStar Leo means Sydney’s current cruise season (02/03) will last more than ten months, four months longer than the traditional season.

The continued stability in cruise visits to Sydney signifies that Sydney is perceived as a safe and exciting destination. The decision by Star Cruises to base their vessel in Sydney for three months shows strength in the domestic cruise market.

With its two dedicated cruise terminals, Sydney Ports is able to cater for the SuperStar Leo’s new itinerary whilst still accommodating P&O Cruises’ Pacific Sky’s which is based in Sydney all year round.

When:

7:30am, Wednesday, 30 April 2003: estimated time SuperStar Leo will enter the Heads.

7:40am, Wednesday, 30 April 2003: estimated time the Shirley Smith will commence water display welcoming the SuperStar Leo as it sails through Sydney Harbour. Possible viewing opportunities: in front of the Opera House, Kirribilli Point, and from the Harbour Bridge.

8am, Wednesday, 30 April 2003: estimated time the SuperStar Leo will berth at the Wharf 8 Darling Harbour.

8pm, Wednesday, 30 April 2003: estimated time SuperStar Leo will depart for Melbourne.

Note: please visit website www.sydneyports.com.au , Port Operations, Ship Schedule, to check SuperStar Leo’s schedule.
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