Transporting the Ports to Rural NSW
Friday, 18 October 2002
The Board of Sydney Ports Corporation will be holding their annual regional board meeting in the Riverina (Griffith) on Monday 21 October 2002, followed by meetings with exporters and transport operators in the district.

Sydney Ports’ Board of Directors will be visiting an intermodal facility, wine exporters, horticultural producers and processors and rice growers.

Sydney Ports Chairman, Mr David Field, said the visit to the Riverina is part of Sydney Ports’ Customer Strategic Alliance Program and an opportunity to brief clients on world shipping trends and port developments.

Chief Executive Officer of Sydney Ports, Mr Greg Martin, said that one of Sydney Ports primary objectives is to improve the land transport system with a greater emphasis on the use of rail transport to move goods to and from the ports.

“Sydney Ports works closely with stevedores, major transport operator and government transport departments to improve rail operations to the benefit of exporters,” Mr Martin said.

“The Riverina is a significant catchment area for export trade through Sydney, transporting and exporting approximately 25,000 TEUs* through Sydney, predominately by rail.

“Approximately half of Sydney’s exports are sourced from rural NSW, with an estimated 75 per cent moved by rail,” he said

Major containerised commodity exports shipped through Sydney’s ports from the Riverina include citrus, rice, wine, meat (chilled/frozen beef and poultry) food products, stock feeds and fertilizer, paper products, wool, fruit and vegetables, and cotton.

Media are invited to meet with the board at the following locations for photo and interview opportunities:

Monday 21 October

GRIFFITH: 2.15pm Photo opportunity at Riverina Freight Terminal (please meet at Alpens Transport office entrance, Railway Street at 2.15pm)

Tuesday 22 October

YENDA: 11am Photo opportunity at Casella Estate Wines and tour of Production line facility (please meet at Casella Estate main office at 11am.)

TEUs* - twenty foot equivalent

For further information contact: Emma Ridley Tel: 02 9296 4995 or 0414 426 614
