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Sydney Ports Corporation has released preliminary findings from a number of the studies being undertaken as part of a comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Port Botany expansion.

Sydney Ports Corporation Chief Executive Officer, Greg Martin, said a significant amount of detailed work has been undertaken for the various technical and environmental studies to thoroughly understand and address the potential impacts through mitigation measures, as well as the enhancement opportunities that the proposal presents.

In October this year, Sydney Ports announced it had amended the proposed layout for the port expansion following consultation with stakeholders to preserve the environmentally sensitive area of Penrhyn Estuary and Foreshore Beach. In addition, studies forming part of the EIS are now yielding some valuable information.

Preliminary findings from studies to-date indicate:

· Foreshore Beach - an important objective of the proposed layout is to preserve and enhance a significant portion of the beach, which is a highly valued recreational area.

· Boat ramp – highly valued by the community and will be relocated as part of the Foreshore Beach works.

· Sir Joseph Banks Park - will not be affected by the proposed development. However, public response has indicated that a link between the park and beach is highly desired. This is being considered in the ongoing design development.

· Penrhyn Estuary - to be retained and enhanced to attract and support greater numbers of migratory wader birds by increasing the area of tidal flats tenfold, and providing additional saltmarsh area and seagrass meadows.

· Groundwater – modelling based on the proposed foreshore works indicate groundwater levels could rise by a maximum of only 2cm at residences without any mitigation measures being implemented. This can be mitigated using proven drainage measures. The maximum predicted rise of 2cm is to be considered in the context of 1 to 5 metre changes in levels due to naturally occurring changes. 

· Bay hydrodynamics - the proposed expansion is shielded by the existing breakwater and the 3rd runway. Extensive hydraulic modelling has indicated there will be minimal impact on bay wide sediment transport, tidal flows and currents as a result of the works.

· Truck Traffic studies show that by 2021 terminal port traffic will be less than 1 per cent of regional traffic (eg Airport, Green Square). By 2021 terminal truck movements into and out of the port precinct are forecast to increase from 2,900 to 4,700 (from 120 to 188 vehicles during AM peak, and 55 to 117 during PM peak). It is proposed the new terminal will have direct access off Foreshore Road and on-site truck queuing. Every effort (in consultation with RTA and City of Botany Bay) will be made to minimise truck traffic on Botany Road.

· Train movements with the planned increase in modal share from 25 per cent to 40 per cent will increase from 30 to 108 per day by 2021.

· Expanding port facilities will ensure the existing 17,000 port related jobs, and an additional 11,500 direct and indirect jobs generated by 2025 are secured, and pump $1.7 billion into the NSW economy by 2025.



Mr Martin indicated the release of these preliminary findings presents an opportunity to respond to community concerns on some issues, such as beach erosion and groundwater effects and for new matters and ideas to be raised and incorporated into the final studies for consideration in the EIS. 

In addition to the further work required for many of the studies, stakeholder consultation will continue in the New Year. 

When the EIS is completed, after all the studies and stakeholder feedback have been integrated, it will be placed on public exhibition by PlanningNSW. PlanningNSW will undertake an independent assessment of the proposal, and the Minister for Planning will determine whether the proposal may or may not proceed, or if modifications are required.

Mr Martin emphasised that the public exhibition period will allow for informed and objective discussion of the proposal’s economic and commercial benefits, environmental impacts, mitigation measures, and enhancement opportunities. In addition to the Port Botany proposal the Government is addressing options including the proposed multi-purpose terminal in Newcastle (expressions of interest sought) and has established a Port Kembla task force to examine their case for a proposed container terminal.

However, Mr Martin is convinced that the argument for expanding the Port Botany facility is overwhelming while the Newcastle and Port Kembla proposals would, at best, complement the Port Botany proposal. 

“It is imperative to cater for the $41billion (2001) worth of goods moved annually over the wharves in Sydney and Port Botany as 99 per cent of Australia’s imports and exports by weight are transported by sea. 

“Based on current forecast demand, the growth in containerised trade from 1 million to 3 million TEU by 2025 will exceed existing port capacity within the decade. Failure to cater for this demand will lead to port as well as to long-term road and rail transport congestion. The additional costs of congestion will be passed on to consumers in the form of higher prices and unreliable supply, ultimately driving the trade to competitor states not to NSW regional ports,” he said.

It is anticipated the EIS will be completed and lodged with PlanningNSW in mid 2003.
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