Sydney Ports Catering for a Rise in Meat Exports
Friday, 24 August 2001
Improved efficiency in the movement of export containers by rail has ensured an 11.6 per cent increase in meat exports through Sydney’s ports.

Attending the Australian Meat Council Conference in Queensland, Sydney Ports’ Senior Trade Development Manager, Mr Phil Rosser, said that with ships sailing almost daily from Sydney to Japan and Korea and every second day to North America, Sydney Ports was well placed to meet the increased demand for Australian beef exports. 

“In addition, the ports increased capacity to efficiently move containers by rail, sufficient reefer container storage at Botany terminals, and natural deepwater channels to cater for the larger vessels, has ensured Sydney Ports recording a 29.7 per cent increase in beef exports to the US/Canada.

“As Port Botany is one of the major sea trade links in Australia, Sydney Ports objective is to ensure the port is well placed to meet the trade demands of the future, and that the use of rail is maximised as the container trade grows”.

“Exports of chilled and frozen meat by container are heavily reliant on the logistics chain to get the export accredited product from the abattoir to the Port”.

“Therefore, by working with exporters, stevedores, rail operators and transport companies, one of Sydney Ports key business objectives is to improve the land transport system with a greater emphasis on the use of rail transport. 

“By further developing and streamlining the logistics chain and improving on the current infrastructure serving the ports of Sydney and Botany we can ensure meat and other commodity shippers can meet market demands and continue to increase the exports through Sydney’s ports,” said Mr Rosser.

In the 12 months July 2000 – June 2001, shipments of meat through Sydney Ports totalled 267,883 tonnes shipped weight, 11.6 per cent higher than the volume for the previous year. 

Almost 50 per cent of Australian meat exports shipped through Sydney Ports is destined for the US/Canada market.

The West Coast North America shipping lines, ANZDL, Columbus, P&O Nedlloyd and FESCO, added to the volume through Sydney by not calling at Brisbane and centralising all shipments for this market through Sydney. 

Mr Rosser added that a major future change in the shipping trade to North America is the decision by the P&O Nedlloyd consortium to integrate the current services to North America and Europe into a combined round the world service commencing in 2002. New 4,100 TEU capacity vessels will be introduced in the trades to East Coast North America and Europe with reefer capacity of 1,300 TEUs.

“Maersk Line is also to become a major competitor in this trade, with a new service to North America commencing later this year.

“Sydney Ports is well placed to cater for the larger vessels with its natural deepwater channels and increased efficiency and capacity in container movements by rail”. 

In 2000/2001 meat shipments to Japan/Korea totalled 41,435 tonnes shipped weight. In this trade, the Australia Northbound Shipping Conference (ANSCON) continues the change in the port rotation with a second call to Sydney ports on every voyage. This has enabled exporters of chilled meat to Japan to use Sydney and meet the time restrictions for delivery of product to final destination in Japan. 

“Several intermodal container terminals in regional areas of NSW and in metropolitan Sydney offer opportunities for carbon dioxide snow shooting, which is used for temperature control during the movement of frozen meat in containers.

“Rail operators are also investigating the opportunities for use of reefer points on trains, which are used for temperature control during the movement of chilled beef
