International Trading Harbour Born Out of Dangerous Import
Friday, 9 March 2001
At a function attended by more than 150 national and international port guests to celebrate the Sydney Ports Corporation Sydney Harbour Trust centenary, Mr Greg Martin Chief Executive of Sydney Ports Corporation outlined the development of the “First Port to the Future Port”.

Mr Martin said “Given productivity increases achieved since port corporatisation in 1995, new and better e-commerce systems, improvements in productivity on the wharves, additions to rail freight infrastructure, the introduction of fixed and coordinated time slots for road and rails services, the ports of Sydney need to keep ahead of trade growth and productivity gains”.

“The 15 per cent growth in TEUs experienced last year in Sydney is not expected to be repeated this year, however, we anticipate a long term trade growth trend, of around 6 per cent per year to continue”, he said.

During the celebration the Minister for Transport and Minister for Roads Mr Carl Scully and the Chairman of Sydney Ports Corporation Mr David Field reflected on the evolution of the Sydney Ports to what is known today as one of the world’s leading working harbours.

“There has been little recognition that the once biggest landholder in Sydney was born out of the lethal bubonic plague 100 years ago”, said Mr Martin.

Following public outcry from the spread of the introduced disease around the wharves, the government of the day resumed the wharves, stores and adjacent dwelling houses for 1 million pounds and placed their administration in the newly established body, The Sydney Harbour Trust in 1901. 

“In 1936 the Sydney Harbour Trust was replaced by the Maritime Services Board of New South Wales which was made responsible for control and management of all the ports of NSW and administration of the state’s navigation laws”.

“With the growth of container trade making increasing demands on wharf space and facilities the MSB undertook feasibility studies on the development of Botany Bay – commissioned in 1969.

“In 1995 the Government undertook to dissolve the MSB and create three stand-alone port corporations at Newcastle, Sydney and Port Kembla – creating a more competitive environment and wider choice for cargo owners”.

Mr Martin said the Corporation is working closely with Government on longer term planning to ensure the traded goods of NSW will be accommodated and reach their destinations in a timely and efficient manner.
