Sydney Welcomes The Silver Whisper and The February Rush
Wednesday, 5 February 2003
For the very first time, Silversea Cruises’ Silver Whisper will enter Sydney Harbour (5 February) with a spectacular water display welcome by Sydney Ports Corporation’s fire tug Shirley Smith.

The 28,000 ton Silver Whisper will make its way through the heads at approximately 6:15am and is scheduled to arrive at Sydney Ports’ newly renovated Overseas Passenger Terminal (OPT) at 7:00am.

“February will be the busiest month of the cruise season - over 28 days there will be 14 cruise vessels visiting our two dedicated cruise terminals with two ships making their inaugural visits, the Silver Whisper and Seven Seas Mariner,” said Greg Martin, CEO of Sydney Ports. 

The Italian owned Silver Whisper built in 2001, has a capacity of 382 guests and 300 crew and is variously described as “the country club of cruise liners” as it contains suites only.

The vessel will be officially welcomed today by Councillor Lucy Turnbull, Deputy Lord Mayor of Sydney, followed by the customary plaque presentation by Sydney Ports to the ship’s Captain. 

“During February Sydney will host more than 12,000 international tourists travelling on cruise ships with a vessel berthed at one or more terminal for a total of 16 days,” said Mr Martin.

“Sydney’s domestic cruise liners, Pacific Sky and Pacific Princess, will also be a feature of the February rush with almost 4,500 locals cruising the South Pacific.

“Within the space of two weeks Sydney-siders will have the pleasure of viewing some of the world’s grandest ships including the Cunard’s Queen Elizabeth 2, berthed at the OPT, from the 12th to the 14th of February and Royal Caribbean’s Legend of the Seas, from the 15th to the 17th at Wharf 8 Darling Harbour,” he said.

P&O Cruises’ majestic Oriana and Aurora will bring almost 1,800 passengers each into Sydney towards the middle of the month, with the Aurora, returning this season on the 17th, still the largest cruise vessel to visit Sydney.

An unusual sight - on 25th February Sydney will accommodate three cruise vessels at once. The Regal Princess will berth at Wharf 8 Darling Harbour, the Oriana at the Overseas Passenger Terminal and the Saga Rose at Wharf 3 in Darling Harbour. 

“This heightened activity on the Harbour means an increase in activity for Sydney Ports who provide cruise vessels with round the clock supervision of the gangways ensuring safety for all passengers embarking and disembarking the vessel,” said Mr Martin.

“Sydney’s pilots will also be kept busy ensuring the safe navigation of these luxury liners through the Harbour to the cruise terminal berths.

“The February rush will be followed by the greatly anticipated arrival, of The World on 5 March, offering a new concept in living and cruising by providing floating apartments,” he said.

NB: Silver Whisper departs the OPT at 11:00pm Thursday (6 February).
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