Balancing Recreational & Environmental Needs
Monday, 14 April 2003
New community and environmental benefits have been proposed for the local area adjacent to Port Botany Terminal.

Sydney Ports Corporation said the benefits have been incorporated into a design which focuses on enhancing the conservation values of the Penrhyn Estuary and the recreational facilities of Foreshore Beach.

Project Director for Sydney Ports’ proposed expansion, Mr Colin Rudd, said the proposed design reflects the high values placed on the ecological features of the estuary and recreational aspects of the beach by the community, and local and state government representatives.

“The design features, which provide a range of opportunities to revitalise and enhance the area, were drawn from community feedback and developed further in conjunction with local and state government stakeholders, and technical specialists,” Mr Rudd said.

“The objective of the design is to protect and reinforce the natural qualities of the area – ensuring the environmental qualities are enhanced.

“The design offers substantial environmental benefits and provides a good balance between port operational requirements, community needs, and the conservation value of the estuary for migratory shorebirds.

“The Penrhyn Estuary, which is an important habitat for shorebirds, is expanded to provide additional tidal flats for feeding and salt marsh for roosting. It also provides additional seagrass meadows with public access restricted to boardwalks.

“Foreshore Beach uses would be retained and enhanced through the provision of a pedestrian/cycle path and access points to the beach. As there are currently no links across Foreshore Road, between Sir Joseph Banks Park and the beach, the design provides for two separate crossings - a pedestrian overpass and a signalised crossing.

“The design incorporates elevated viewing platforms and interpretive facilities, and the existing boat ramp would be relocated and replaced by a modern facility with public amenities and parking adjoining Foreshore Road.”

Mr Rudd emphasised the proposed Port Botany Expansion presents an opportunity to address, in an integrated way, the broad range of social and environmental issues which continue to affect this area.

In the past 18 months a number of significant specialist studies have been undertaken, including social, environmental, trade growth, port productivity and economic investigations. 

Specialists have looked at national and international examples of best practice when undertaking their studies to ensure the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will meet the high standards required by the NSW’s environmental legislation, and present the reasons why Port Botany is the optimal solution for NSW’s container trade needs.

Mr Rudd said the EIS for Patrick’s proposal to expand their terminal facilities (by 2.5 hectares) and upgrade existing equipment, was recently exhibited. Sydney Ports supports the proposal’s objective to increase terminal efficiency and capacity.

“However, it is important to recognise the objective of the proposed Port Botany Expansion is to expand overall port capacity by providing additional port-land and berths to meet future trade growth in the Sydney basin and NSW generally. 

“This requirement is in addition to Patrick’s proposal to increase their terminal capacity and complementary to the objective of increasing rail’s market share for moving containers,” Mr Rudd said.

Please refer to www.sydneyports.com.au for the proposed Port Botany Expansion April Newsletter.
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