Sydney, Internationally voted the number one destination
Monday, 18 March 2002
With its beautiful Harbour, spectacular vista and recent upgrade of the Overseas Passenger Terminal, its no wonder Sydney has won another cruising destination accolade. 

Sydney Ports Corporation received an award, this week, as the port of Sydney was voted number one in the category of “Best Destination Experience” in the Dream World Cruise Destinations Awards 2001.

The award that was announced at the Seatrade Miami Convention earlier this week and was based on a survey of international cruise lines asked to nominate the port which they feel offers the best travel experience.

“Sydney has won many other Dream World Cruise Destinations awards including “Best Destination” in the ‘rest of the world’ category in 1996 and 1999 and “Best Port Welcome in 2000”, said Greg Martin, Sydney Ports Corporation’s Chief Executive Officer.

Over the past five years World by Travel and Leisure magazine awarded Sydney “the Best Value City” three times and “Best Foreign City” by Conde Nast Traveler, for six consecutive years.

Mr Martin said, “these awards are complimented each year by the number of International Cruise liners visiting our magnificent harbour. In the 2001/2002 cruise season, Sydney has hosted a total of 26 ship calls from overseas. 

This years schedule has seen Sydney’s two passenger terminals graced with some of the most eminent cruise liners in the world including Cunard’s QE2, P&O’s Aurora and Oriana, Silversea’s Silver Shadow and Royal Caribbean Line’s Legend of the Seas.

Sydney is the only Port in Australia to boast two passenger Terminals, the Overseas Passenger Terminal in the heart of the Harbour at Circular Quay and Wharf 8 in Darling Harbour. 

“With the natural beauty of the city, best viewed by those lucky enough to travel by sea, and the contemporary cruising facilities it is no wonder the international community voted Sydney number one.

Both terminals are located in the middle of the city, hence, the more than 100,000 passengers visiting each year, are within walking distance from Sydney’s world renowned icons such as the Sydney Harbour Bridge and Sydney Opera House.

Both terminals are owned and managed by Sydney Ports Corporation, the Overseas Passenger Terminal has recently undergone a $A22million renovation and $A20million fit out to improve amenities and house new restaurants.

Mr Martin said “the OPT is now aligned with Wharf 8 in providing visitors with world class amenities and with its refurbishment gained four new restaurants, making six in total”.
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