Proposed Concept Layout Guided by Stakeholder Feedback - Proposed Port Botany Facility Expansion
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A new concept layout for the proposed expansion of facilities at Port Botany has been developed with assistance from stakeholder feedback.

Project Director for Sydney Ports Corporation’s proposal, Mr Colin Rudd, said the concept layout was not final and further input from the community, other stakeholders and technical studies would be needed to progress the overall proposal.

“The proposed concept layout will provide the basis for further stakeholder consultation and help progress environmental studies,” Mr Rudd said.

“Importantly, the concept layout will also assist in identifying opportunities for beach access, community and recreational planning, and environmental management,” he said.

Mr Rudd said that following the commencement of stakeholder consultation earlier this year, Sydney Ports received responses from many stakeholders regarding their expectations and concerns.

“These responses have enabled Sydney Ports to progress from the broad project ‘envelope’ to a concept layout that seeks to address specific project requirements,” he said.

“Concerns expressed by the community, government and agencies, included for example, the potential impact on the shorebirds habitat, loss of seagrass, potential loss of Foreshore Beach, access to the boat ramp, alternative port sites, traffic, noise and bay hydrodynamic impacts, water quality, and potential disturbance to the contaminated sediments within the Penrhyn Estuary.”

The concept layout includes a revised area of reclamation and operational layout that minimises the potential loss of beach area and to manage the bird habitat in Penrhyn Estuary.

Mr Rudd said some of the ideas for the recreation and environment areas included a link between Sir Joseph Banks Park and Foreshore Beach, bike trail and pedestrian pathways, boardwalks, retention of beach, bird habitat, viewing platforms, boat ramp facilities, arts project to reflect local history, landscape improvements, litter management, barbecue facilities and amenities.

“These ideas will be developed further by an integrated team of environmental and social specialists, landscape architects, engineers, and architects.

“Sydney Ports will continue to listen and learn from stakeholders throughout the development of the proposal and integrate stakeholder input with the outcomes of the research studies,” Mr Rudd said.
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