Historic cruise season commences
Thursday, 16 November 2006
Building on the success of last year’s international cruise season, 33 cruise vessels are expected to call at Sydney during the 2006/07 season, making it Sydney’s strongest in 16 years.

The season will officially begin on Friday 10 November 2006, when the Statendam arrives at the Overseas Passenger Terminal, Circular Quay west, from Melbourne, and ends on 24 April 2007 with the departure of the Pacific Princess bound for the United States.

The cruise industry is seen globally as the fastest growing segment of the tourism market, with the Australian cruise sector set to maintain double-digit growth this season.  Through passenger spend, crew spend, port costs, crew and staff wages, the cruise industry in NSW contributed approximately $265 million to the State’s economy last year.

The Australian cruise market has outstripped the global average, having grown by 35 per cent over the past two years.  Sydney remains the premier port in Australia and the only one with two purpose built cruise terminals.  Sydney’s ports will receive 60 visits from domestic vessels in 2006/07 and 33 from international vessels this season, a total of 93 for the year.

One of the standout occasions of this years cruise season will come on 20 February 2007 when the Queen Elizabeth 2, or QE2 as she’s more commonly known and Queen Mary 2 (QM2) will both be in Sydney Harbour at the same time.  The QM2, which is visiting Sydney for the first time, is the largest cruise ship to ever visit Sydney at 148,528 gross tonnes and 344m in length.

“Having the QM2 and QE2 in Sydney Harbour is something very special, for all Sydney-siders”, commented Greg Martin, CEO, Sydney Ports Corporation.  Mr Martin went on to say, “The growth in the cruise industry is very exciting and Sydney Ports is working hard to ensure the State’s economy receives the maximum benefit from this global growth market”.

First time visitors to Sydney, this season will also include vessels such as the Van Gogh, Delphin Voyager, Asuka II (formerly known as the Crystal Harmony which was based in Sydney during the 2000 Olympics) and the Saga Ruby.  In keeping with tradition, new visitors to the port will be accompanied by a water display - carried out by Sydney Ports’ distinctive yellow and orange fire-tug, the Shirley Smith - and a traditional plaque presentation will be made to the vessel’s master.

Phil Rosser, Chairman – Sydney Industry Cruise Forum, said, “In addition to the maiden visits this season we are of course delighted to welcome back our regular visitors”.  He continued, “Highlights this season include the regional deployment in Sydney for the Statendam and the Sapphire Princess (until this year the largest vessel to visit Sydney along with her sister the Diamond Princess)”.  

Vessels too tall to pass under the Harbour Bridge this season include the Sapphire Princess, Aurora, QE2, QM2 and Oriana.  Generally these vessels will berth at the Overseas Passenger Terminal, Circular Quay west, providing spectacular opportunities to view a large cruise ship up close.  However, the QM2, because of its size, will berth at Garden Island thanks to the good grace of the Australian Navy

Editor’s notes
Photo Opportunity
Friday 10 November 2006, 0700 hrs: estimated time the Statendam will arrive at the Overseas Passenger Terminal, Circular Quay.  Possible viewing opportunities include, in front of the Opera House, Kirribilli Point and from the Harbour Bridge.

Tuesday, 24 April 2007, 1800: estimated time the Pacific Princess will depart. Possible viewing opportunities are as above. 

Cruise season facts
· The 2006/07 thousands of tourists will visit Sydney through Sydney Ports Corporation’s dedicated cruise terminals, with 93 cruise vessels calling at Sydney. 

· In 2006/07 an estimated 200,000 cruise passengers are expected to visit Sydney. 

· The Australian cruise market has grown by 35 per cent over the past two years. 

· Three passenger ships will be in port 3 February 2007 (Asuka II (the Overseas Passenger Terminal (OPT)); Pacific Princess (Darling Harbour (DH8)) and C.Columbus (also DH8 – after the Pacific Princess sails). 

· Four passenger ships will be in port 20 February 2007 (Silver Cloud (DH3); QM2 (Garden Island (GI)); Van Gogh (DH8); QE2 (OPT). 

· Three passenger ships will be in port 21 February 2007 (Silver Cloud (DH3); Van Gogh (DH8); QE2 (OPT). 

· Three passenger ships will be in port 25 February 2007 (Albatross (DH8); Maxim Gorkiy (DH3); Europa (DH8). 

· Cunards QM2 and the QE2 both will be in Sydney Harbour 20 February 2007. 

· QM2’s berth is GI due to her draft (10.3m), which cannot be accommodated at the OPT. 

· QM2 will be the largest passenger vessel to visit Sydney: Length 344m, 41m beam, gross tonnage 148,528, hight 72m, decks 19 and a passenger capacity of 3,090 (http://www.qm2.org.uk/facts.html). 

· The QE2 celebrates her 40th anniversary in 2007, launched on 20 September 1967. 

· The Orion will be secured to Snails Bay Dolphins for New Years Eve. 

· The Orion has a five day private charter and will be secured to Athol Buoy 4 1 January 2007 to 6 January 2007. 

· The cruise industry is valued globally at over US$15.0 billion (2002). 

· Approximately 11 million people globally took a cruise in 2005. 

** Information supplied by the International Council of Cruise Lines (ICCL) and Sydney Ports**

Details of the cruise vessels visiting Sydney 10 November 2006 – 24 April 2007 
	Vessel Name
	Cruise Line
	Gross tonnage
	Length (M)
(LOA)
	Beam (m)
	Passenger capacity

	Queen Mary 2
	Cunard
	148,528
	344
	41
	3,090

	Sapphire Princess
	Princess Cruises
	115,875 
	288.33
	37.5
	2,700

	Aurora 
	P&O Cruises
	76,152
	272.1
	39.6
	1,875 

	Queen Elizabeth 2
	Cunard
	70,327
	293.5
	32.1
	1,778

	Oriana
	P&O Cruises 
	69,153
	260
	32
	1,965

	Amsterdam 
	Holland America Line
	60874
	237.98
	32.25
	1,300

	Statendam
	Holland America Line
	55,819 
	219.4
	30.8
	1,260

	Asuka II
	NYK Line
	48,621
	241
	29.8
	940

	Seven Seas Mariner
	Regent Seven Seas Cruises
	48,075
	217
	31.8
	754

	Pacific Sun
	P&O Cruises
	47,546
	223.4
	31
	1,500

	Pacific Princess
	P&O Cruises
	30,277
	180.45
	25.46
	683

	Europa
	Hapag Lloyd
	28,437
	198.6
	24
	408

	Silver Shadow
	Silverseas Cruises
	28,258
	186
	24.8
	382

	Pacific Venus
	Japan Cruise Lines
	26,518
	183.4
	25
	600

	Albatros
	Phoenix Reisen
	24,803
	185.4
	24.3
	940

	Saga Ruby
	Saga Cruises
	24,492
	191
	25
	650

	Saga Rose
	Saga Cruises
	24,474
	189
	26.6
	618

	Maxim Gorkiy
	Pheonix Reisen
	24,200
	194.7
	26.6
	788

	Astor
	Transocean 
	20,606
	177
	23
	590

	Silver Cloud
	Silverseas Cruises
	16,927
	155.8
	21.4
	290

	Athena
	Classic Int. Cruises
	16,144 
	160.07
	21
	640

	Van Gogh
	Travelscope
	15,402
	156.26
	21.8
	550

	C.Columbus
	Hapag Lloyd
	14,903
	144.1
	21.5
	420

	Seabourn Spirit
	Seabourn Cruise Line
	9,975 
	133.8
	20.5
	208

	Orion 
	Orion Expedition Cruises
	3,984 
	103
	14.25
	106

	Delphin Voyager
	Hansa Kreuzfahrten
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	650


Release ends
