Backing Local Businesses
Tuesday, 1 July 2003
Sydney Ports Corporation, CEO, Greg Martin, said today he was delighted Sydney Ports will again be getting behind the local community and sponsoring the Business Environment Award 2003 as part of this year's Randwick City Business Awards.

“Supporting initiatives such as business and community awards ensures recognition of local achievements and provides value to the community,” Mr Martin said.

“To this end, I have no doubt that this year there will again be a high calibre of nominees for the awards.

“Recognition of businesses efforts or initiatives in environmental management will set examples and encourage environmental responsibility as an important area of business management.”

Mr Martin said Sydney Ports has several key environmental responsibilities and undertakes a number of initiatives to protect the environment and ensure port operations are carried out in accordance with strict environmental requirements. 

The local businesses in and around Port Botany have diversified and grown over many years. This has also been paralleled by the consistent solid growth in trade and types of products moving in and out of the ports.

“Over the past 30 years, container (TEU*) trade has grown by 7 per cent per year, and it is anticipated to grow to approximately 3 million TEUs by 2025,” Mr Martin said.

Mr Martin said Sydney is the second largest container port in Australia and facilitates the import and export of $45.5 billion worth of trade per year, providing 17,000 full time direct and indirect jobs.

“Interestingly, the significant majority of the container trade (approximately 85 per cent) that moves through Port Botany and Sydney Harbour is packed or unpacked within only 40 kilometres of the ports’ terminals,” he said.

Given the forecast growth and strong consumer demand, Sydney Ports has proposed an expansion of berth facilities at Port Botany and has been consulting with stakeholders during the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The proposal provides for an additional terminal and berth space to provide for shipping and transport facilities. 

“This will involve dredging to reclaim approximately 60 hectares and create five additional deep-water berths and dedicated road and rail access to the expanded terminal,” Mr Martin said.

“The proposal provides for broader economic and employment benefits that would be generated by the proposed expansion, as well as providing opportunities for local improvements to recreational and environmental areas."

Mr Martin reiterated that having the port located on the doorstep of Sydneysiders, provides consumers with a wide choice of product. “The ports close proximity to Sydney’s population of four million, reduces the cost of transporting the product from the ship to the shelf,” he said.

“Port Botany (and Sydney Harbour) facilities are key to servicing the consumer market of Sydney and beyond.

“Australia is an island nation with more than 98 per cent of all the goods we import and export being transported by sea, therefore creating a significant reliance on our ports to service a variety of consumers,” Mr Martin said.

TEU* - Twenty Foot Equivalent Unit
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