Sydney Ports Announces Expansion of Services at Port Botany
Wednesday, 23 May 2001
Sydney Ports Corporation recently announced the expansion of services at Port Botany that will flow from the development of a further 12 hectares of port land.

Mr Greg Martin of Sydney Ports in announcing the outcome of a tender process to lease vacant land at Molineux Point, said that the successful tenderers Smith Bros, P&O TransAustralia and Vopak were all existing operators within the port who had been constrained by the size of their current lease areas.

“It was important to attract complementary businesses to the already existing industries on site. The three companies offered this additional parcel of land now have the capacity to expand their current operations to meet the future trade growth demands and the subsequent expansion requirement of a major port”, said Mr Greg Martin.

“The leases have been offered on terms of up to 25 years to ensure future investment into the site and consistency with existing lessees at Port Botany”.

Vopak is gaining a further 2.9 hectares contiguous with their present lease holding and will be able to further develop bulk storage capacity.

Smith Bros’ additional lot of over 4 hectares will allow them to provide cold storage facilities to cargo owners, a valuable service not currently available at Port Botany. Smith Bros will also introduce further container handling areas to complement their existing operations and provide for additional customers.

P&O TransAustralia, the container handling division of P&O Ports, now has the capacity to provide convenient off-site holding for empty containers on their additional 5.0 hectares. This will be a boon for importers and exporters who have frequently experienced a lack of empty container storage close to the port.

The proposed uses for the land are consistent with the Port Botany Land Use Safety Study completed in 1996. Sydney Ports also requires the successful tenderers to seek the appropriate development approvals from the relevant councils.

Mr Martin said that empty containers are a fact of life for international ports and Sydney Ports Corporation is determined that the appropriate facilities are available to avoid logistics problems for shippers.

“Sydney is predominantly an import port, which results in an excess of empty containers and existing container yards are under pressure from higher value uses. The P&O TransAustralia depot will reverse the expected trend of a loss of empty container facilities”, he said.

“We look forward to working with the successful operators in providing a high standard of services to import and export cargo owners”, he concluded.
