Geotechnical Survey contract awarded for Port Botany Expansion
Tuesday, 31 January 2006
Sydney firm Douglas Partners is the first consultant appointed by Sydney Ports to undertake work on the Port Botany expansion project, with the successful tenderer for Geotechnical Consultants announced today. 

“Douglas Partners have been selected following a thorough assessment process, and will commence work on site with drilling rigs on barges,” said the Port Botany Project Director Colin Rudd, of Sydney Ports. 
“The work that Douglas Partners will undertake will entail the drilling of geotechnical bores within the proposed development area to collect samples. These samples will then be laboratory tested to determine the properties of the soil. 

“An Environmental Management Plan for the works has been prepared and approved by the Department of Planning. 

“Over the next three months Douglas Partners will test around 120 locations over land and water, with work being done during the week and at daytime. No disruption or undue noise is expected from this activity,” Mr Rudd said. 

The testing being done by them builds on the studies conducted as a part of the Environmental Impact Assessment, and will provide subsoil information needed for undertaking the dredging and design of the wharf structure. 

Planning approval for the expansion of the port was given last year, for the provision of an extra 51 hectares and 4 berths to handle the growing freight needs of Sydney. Investigations are ongoing to examine three options for the location of a 5th berth. 

The expansion will provide over $20 million of new and improved community and environmental benefits. 

Sydney Ports has also called for Expressions of Interest for Design Consultants, with a shortlist due to be decided soon. 

Media contact: Kamini Parashar (02) 9296 4995/0408 441010. 

