Arrival of the biggest cruise ship to visit Sydney Harbour
Wednesday, 26 November 2003
Today, Sydney Ports’ Overseas Passenger Terminal (OPT) will host the biggest cruise vessel to visit Sydney, Princess Cruises’ Star Princess. 

“The 109,000 ton vessel will berth at the OPT at approximately 5am creating a spectacular view for waking Sydney-siders,” said Greg Martin, Chief Executive Officer, Sydney Ports Corporation.

“The arrival of the Star Princess and its 2,700 overseas passengers marks the beginning of Sydney’s 2003/2004 international cruise season, which this year continues to attract larger and more luxurious vessels including the return of the popular Superstar Leo, now the second largest cruise vessel to visit Sydney”, Mr Martin said.

“Sydney Ports is looking forward to another successful cruise season this year (2003/2004) with more than 80 cruise vessel visits expected at their two cruise terminals Wharf 8 Darling Harbour and OPT at Circular Quay. 

This season continues to attract the annual visits by local favourites including the QE2 and Aurora, whilst also enticing new comers to our Harbour. Inaugural visits will be made by some of the newest, largest and most glamorous ships afloat including the Star Princess, Seven Seas Voyager and the Adonia replacing the popular Oriana.”, Mr Martin said.

Fred Olsen Lines will send its first ever vessel to Sydney, Black Watch, reflecting the global trend for lines to seek new and exciting destinations. Black Watch is the sister ship to the Norweigan Star which, till recently was a regular visitor to Sydney. 

“Sydney’s domestic cruise market has grown by more than 50 per cent in the last two years with almost 55 visits scheduled this year by P&O Cruises Pacific Sky and Pacific Princess. This growth illustrates that Sydney remains the preferred home port for this growing sector of the Australian tourism market,” said Mr Martin.

The Star Princess will depart Sydney this evening accompanied by a fireworks display at approximately 9pm and will return on 20 December 2003, for the second of four visits to Sydney Harbour.


When:

4:15am, Wednesday, 26 November 2003: estimated time Star Princess will enter the Heads sailing from Auckland.

5:00am, Wednesday, 26 November 2003: estimated time the Star Princess will berth at the OPT.

9:00pm, Wednesday, 26 November 2003: estimated time Star Princess will depart the OPT for Melbourne.

9:10pm, Wednesday, 26 November 2003: estimated time star-themed fireworks will commence.


Note: please visit website www.sydneyports.com.au , Port Operations, Ship Schedule, to check Star Princess’ schedule.
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