Sydney's Cruise Season Off To An Early Start
Friday, 4 October 2002
“Sydney’s international cruise season will officially begin next week, with the arrival of the Seven Seas Navigator at the newly refurbished Overseas Passenger Terminal, on Tuesday 8 October,” said Sydney Ports Corporation, Chief Executive Officer, Greg Martin.

“In the 2002/2003 season, Sydney Ports Corporation’s cruise terminals will host thousands of international tourists with 78 cruise vessels calling in to Sydney,” he said.

This year’s season is two months longer than Sydney’s traditional cruise season, catering for 19 more vessel visits, which is a positive for Sydney’s tourism industry.

The rise in the number of calls to Sydney is a combination of more international vessels choosing to include Sydney as part of their cruising schedule and the introduction of a new domestic based vessel Pacific Princess, which will operate along side P&O’s existing Sydney-based Pacific Sky.

“The elegant 30,000 ton Pacific Princess accommodates 700 passengers and carries 370 crew. The vessel will make its maiden voyage in November and offers Australians a new standard of cruising, increasing the market capacity by 30 per cent,” said Mr Martin.

“The three year old vessel will base itself in Australia for six months during the summer season calling at both Wharf 8 and the Overseas Passenger Terminal, 17 times in total. This new introduction to the region will accommodate the growth in demand for cruising in Australia,” said Mr Martin.

In addition, there will be six international cruise liners making their inaugural visit to Sydney this season including, the Prinsendam, Volendam, Silver Whisper and The World. 

Holland America Line’s Prinsendam and Volendam will arrive in Sydney in November. Whilst the Volendam is stopping only once, the Prinsendam will make four calls in six months. In that time the luxurious 38,000-ton vessel will remain in Australasia as it conducts tours in the region.

“This season, Sydney-siders should also look out for the more spectacular vessels such as P&O’s Aurora and Oriana, Cunard’s famous QE2 and the latest vessel to conjure interest in the cruising industry, The World”, he said.

The World arriving in March next year, was built in Norway and offers a new concept in living and cruising, combining the two by providing floating apartments.

Residents of The World purchase a vacation home on board the luxury liner and enjoy an all year round circumnavigation of the world with a total of 250 days in port with extended stays for world renowned special events, such as Monaco’s Grand Prix.

“The passengers arriving on these luxury liners will also be able to enjoy Sydney Ports’ $40 million refurbished Overseas Passenger Terminal perfectly located in the heart of the city,” said Mr Martin.

“The renovated terminal boasts improved world-class amenities and a greater variety of Sydney’s finest restaurants and bars for visiting tourists and local Sydney-siders to enjoy.

“As the only Australian city to have two dedicated passenger terminals, Sydney Ports is committed to working with the cruise industry to provide sea travellers with an experience unrivalled anywhere in the world.” he said.

As part of these efforts Sydney Port’s cruising manager Phil Rosser has been elected Deputy Chair of Cruise Down Under for a third term.

Cruise Down Under is the national marketing body for cruising, made up of representatives from the ports around Australia, the various State Tourism bodies and the Inbound Tour operators and deals with issues relating to cruising in Australia.

“With our breathtaking Harbour and contemporary facilities it is no wonder Sydney is becoming a more popular destination for cruising every year, injecting an estimated $1million per visit into the local Sydney economy”, said Mr Martin. 
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