A Flotilla of Grand Ships Cruise Into Sydney This Week
Wednesday, 13 February 2002
The month of February will see 16 cruise line visits to the port of Sydney marking the busiest month for Sydney Ports Corporations’ two passenger terminals 

Sydney Ports Corporation’s Chief Executive Officer, Greg Martin, said the next two weeks will see the arrival of the big and the grand of the cruise season.

“Eight of the sixteen ships will visit the Overseas Passenger Terminal at Circular Quay for the first time since Sydney Ports’ $22 million refurbishment, with the remainder berthing at Wharf 8 Darling Harbour,” Mr Martin said.

“This Saturday, 16 February, the newly built MS Amsterdam will make its premier visit to Sydney and Australia as part of its 30-day world cruise. 

“MS Amsdterdam, the flagship of the Holland American Line (HAL) fleet, will be moored at the rejuvenated Overseas Passenger Terminal, for two days as its passengers take in the magnificent sights of Sydney and inject tourist dollars into the local economy,” said Mr Martin. 

The Italian built ship accommodates 1380 passengers and 647 crew; it is 238 metres long and has 10 passenger decks exhibiting many valuable antiques. It is considered a premium cruise line and is highly manoeuvrable with its one of a kind pod propulsion system. 

“As is the tradition for all ships making their inaugural visit to Sydney, the MS Amsterdam will be met at Bradley’s Head by Sydney Ports’ Fire Tug, Ted Noffs,” Mr Martin said.

“The fire tug will perform a water display as it guides the cruise liner into Sydney Harbour providing a spectacular vista to the Sydney locals.”

P&O’s Aurora, having received a similar reception on its premier visit in February last year, is returning to Sydney this Friday 15 February, still boasting its record of being the largest cruise ship to grace Sydney’s port. 

This year however, the Aurora and with its some 1,900 passengers will enjoy a new look Overseas Passenger Terminal with improved amenities and a greater variety of restaurants to choose from.

Other ships to visit the renovated passenger Terminal include, the Queen Elizabeth 2 (QE2), Seabourn Sun and the Oriana to name a few. The illustrious QE2 has been a regular visitor to Sydney for many years. It will make its way into the Harbour today, 12 February and will be docked at the Overseas Passenger Terminal for three days, departing on the 14 February.

Mr Martin advised, the month of February will see more than 15,000 cruise line passengers arrive in Sydney. 
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