Weekend Shipping Report - Sharing and Protecting the Working Harbour and Bay
Friday, 8 November 2002
Shipping activity is at a high today with 22 vessel movements in the ports of Sydney Harbour and Botany Bay, with movements reducing on Saturday to 16 and Sunday to 11. The domestic based P&O’s Pacific Sky arrived into Darling Harbour Wharf 8 today and will depart in the evening for Noumea.

Cruise ships
The inaugural voyage to Sydney of the grand Pacific Princess, which is also a new addition to P&O’s Sydney based cruise fleet, will arrive this Wednesday (13 November), to a spectacular welcoming.

This event will be heralded by a water display from the brightly coloured Sydney Ports’ fire tug, the Ted Noffs, as the cruise ship enters the Heads. 

The Pacific Princess is due to berth at Wharf 8 Darling Harbour and will stay in port for approximately five days. 

The introduction of a new domestic based vessel Pacific Princess, will operate along side P&O’s existing Sydney-based Pacific Sky.

The elegant 30,000 ton Pacific Princess accommodates 700 passengers and carries 370 crew. The vessel touring Australasia over the next six months offers Australians a new standard of cruising, increasing the market capacity by 30 per cent

During the summer season the three-year old vessel will call at both Wharf 8 and the Overseas Passenger Terminal, 17 times in total. This new introduction to the region will accommodate the growth in demand for cruising in Australia.

Did you know?
In 1811 the first Harbour Master was appointed and in 1833 the Port of Sydney was declared a free port so that vessels of foreign nations were allowed to trade.

Trade snapshot:
This weekend interesting goods arriving into Australia via the ports of Sydney include circus toys, plastic pet supplies, fans, computers and fax machine spare copies.

Exports include containers of rice products including crackers, Victoria Bitter (VB) beer, corned beef, containers of printing ink, knitwear, orange juice and dynamic lifter.

Safety first:
As part of Sydney Ports’ efforts to maintain safety on Sydney Harbour and Botany Bay, Harbour Master Pacheco asks those people planning to be on the water this weekend, to take extra care and view the vessels from a distance, away from the dedicated shipping channels.

Emergency response calls: 
Sydney Ports operates a 24-hour emergency number and service. For port related incidents please call 9296 4000. 

You can check the Sydney Ports shipping schedule 24 hours a day for the latest vessel movements including scheduled cruise vessel movements: www.sydneyports.com.au 

Media contact: Emma Ridley Tel: 9296 4995 or Mobile: 0414 426 624 
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