More Luxury Liners Demanding Sydney as a Port of Call
Sunday, 16 June 2002
Offering one of the world's most beautiful destinations, it’s no surprise that an increasing number of international cruise vessels are choosing to call at the port of Sydney.

Sydney Ports’ Chief Executive Officer, Greg Martin, said Sydney’s 2002/2003 cruise season is shaping up to be a busy one with four new international ships scheduled to make their inaugural visit, an improvement overall on last year's visits.

“In total, Sydney will be host to some 30 international arrivals between October 2002 and April 2003. This does not include P&O’s Sydney based Pacific Sky, which returned yesterday (Saturday, 16 June 2002, 5.30am and departed in the afternoon) from its inaugural two-month season in New Zealand,” Mr Martin said.

The ships scheduled to experience the spectacular views of Sydney Harbour as they enter the heads for the first time include the Prindsendam, The World, Silver Whisper and Seven Seas Mariner.

Mr Martin said the large passenger exchanges for the visiting cruise ships, in some cases 3,000 people or more, will inject an estimated $1 million per visit into the local Sydney economy.

“The passengers arriving on these luxury liners will also be able to enjoy Sydney Ports’ $22million refurbishment of the Overseas Passenger Terminal perfectly located in the heart of the city,” he said.

“The renovated terminal boasts improved world-class amenities and a greater variety of Sydney’s finest restaurants and bars for visiting tourist and local Sydney-siders to enjoy.

“Sydney Ports received an award for “Best Cruise Destination” in the Dream World Cruise Destination Awards 2001, further confirming Sydney’s position as a premier cruising destination.

“As the only Australian city to have two dedicated passenger terminals, Sydney Ports is committed to working with the cruise industry to provide sea travellers with an experience to rival anywhere in the world.” he said.

The World (The World of ResidenSeas’), built in Norway, is unique as it offers more than your traditional cruise liner, it offers a home rather than a holiday. 

Residents of the world purchase a vacation home on board the luxury liner and enjoy an all year round circumnavigation of the world with a total of 250 days in port with extended stays for world renowned special events such as Monaco’s Grand Prix.

The 43,000 gross tons ship due to arrive in Sydney in March has a capacity of 976 residents, guests and crew and provides 110 fully furnished residences priced from US$2.25million to $7.5 million, and 88 guest suites.

P&O Cruises have, very recently included the port of Sydney in the schedule of the gigantic new Star Princess, which accommodates a grand total of 2600 passengers.

The recently built luxury liner, the Star Princess is scheduled to grace our shores in November 2003 and will moor at the Overseas Passenger Terminal at Circular Quay.

As the largest cruise ship ever to visit Sydney, the 109,000 gross tons Star Princess, nearly 50 per cent larger than the previous biggest cruise ship - the Aurora (76,000 tons), with a total of 16 decks is unable to fit under the Sydney Harbour Bridge.
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