Sydney Ports Links with the North West
Tuesday, 22 February 2005
Sydney Ports representatives will be meeting with trade and transport representatives in Narrabri, Wee Waa and Moree this week. The North West Region, one of Australia’s premier agricultural regions, produces over $1.9 billion of agricultural products each year. 

Recognising the importance of this region to NSW exports, Sydney Ports maintains close relationships, established over ten years with the exporters of the North West region. 

To foster these relationships Sydney Ports’ representatives visit the area to provide updates on port infrastructure developments and shipping trends and to discuss any port related issues or questions from exporters and transport operators in the area. 

Cotton, grains and legumes are some of the major cargoes that move through Sydney’s ports from the North West. Total export volumes from the area have remained consistent with last year’s levels. 

Shipments of wheat in containers through Port Botany from the Northwest have increased by 80 per cent in the past seven months. Shipments are forecast to continue to grow at a high rate for the remainder of 2004/05. The major markets for containerised wheat are Malaysia and Vietnam as they are unable to unload wheat shipped in bulk.

The improved weather conditions experienced in the North West region has led to industry forecasting an increase in cotton production of more than 44 per cent in 2005*. 

Sydney is a natural choice for exporters as there are a large number of container vessel sailings from Sydney to the major export markets in North and South East Asia

Direct rail access from North West NSW to Port Botany is the only major port rail link available in the region, presenting exporters with an added advantage of moving their cargo through Sydney by rail.

Container exports from the North West destined for Sydney’s ports are transported through Intermodal terminals at Narrabri, Wee Waa and Moree. Sydney Ports works closely with a range of port industry representatives to enhance all facets of the transport links to and from the ports of Sydney and is involved in establishing strategies to improve rail access and efficiency at the ports. 

Sydney Ports is a proud sponsor of the Moree Cotton Cup Charity Race this weekend. Being part of this event provides Sydney Ports with the opportunity to bring together exporters, intermodal terminal operators and shipping lines. The three day visit will also include meetings with a number of trade industry representatives.

Dates include:
Thursday, 24 February 2004 - Narrabri, Wee Waa, Friday, 25 February 2004 - Moree, Saturday, 26 February 2004 - Moree Cotton Cup Charity Race 

Media contact Marie Festa 02 9296 4728 or 0405 494 705

*Source: www.namoicotton.com.au.
