Sydney Ports Welcomes A Port Botany Namesake
Monday, 8 July 2002
One of the world’s largest reefer container ships will be named after Port Botany, NSW's leading port, in an official naming ceremony at the Overseas Passenger Terminal on Wednesday, 10 July 2002.

Sydney Ports Corporation’s Chief Executive Greg Martin said, “It’s very fitting and exciting to have a ship named after Port Botany as it reiterates the Port’s fundamental role in the facilitation of trade between NSW, Europe, America and North and South East Asia.”

The vessel P&O Nedlloyd Botany will make its maiden voyage to Port Botany on Tuesday 9 July 2002 where it will discharge cargo and make its way to the Overseas Passenger Terminal for the official naming ceremony. 

Greg Martin will present a commemorative plaque to the captain of the P&O Nedlloyd Botany, Captain Janssen, as is customary for every ship on its maiden voyage to Sydney. 

“Since the arrival of Captain James Cook and subsequently the First Fleet at Botany Bay in 1788, and the European settlement that followed, the ports of Sydney and Botany have been our trade links with the world,” Mr Martin said.

“The development of Port Botany during the 1970’s was a result of the growing need to accommodate larger vessels and the introduction of containerisation around the world.

“Port Botany contributes more than $36 billion dollars to the NSW economy each year and now accounts for approximately 90 percent, by volume, of Sydney Ports’ total container trade, generating work for 21,000 people in the port and related industries.”

Port Botany facilities include two of Australia’s largest container terminals operated by Patrick Stevedores and P&O Ports and bulk liquid facilities operated by Caltex and Sydney Ports Corporation.

Mr Martin said, “Consumer demand has been supported by a growth in containerised trade itself resulting in the global shipping industry’s move towards bigger ships.”

The latest in the trend towards larger vessels, the P&O Nedlloyd Botany, has a capacity of 4,100 teu and with its sister ships, will be the largest container vessels in regular service, calling Sydney. 

The P&O Nedlloyd Botany is the third of the 10 identical 4,100 teu Albatross Class ships being built, ensuring importers and exporters receive reliable fixed weekly sailings for the Australia/New Zealand, East and West Coast USA, Europe and North and South East Asia trade routes.

“Port Botany, with its deep channels and efficient container handling facilities, can readily accommodate these sized vessels, fully laden to the maximum load level, and even larger vessels,” Mr Martin said.

“Sydney Ports is honoured to be part of the great advancements in the maritime industry and is committed to managing and developing port facilities and services to cater for existing and future trade needs with regard to the environment and community interests,” Mr Martin said.


As part of this commitment to accommodate for trade growth, Sydney Ports is in the process of preparing an EIS for the proposed expansion of facilities at Port Botany.

P&O Nedlloyd Botany Schedule

· 12:00pm, Monday 8 July 2002 - arrives at Port Botany from Singapore

· 5:00am, Wednesday 10 July 2002 - leave Port Botany

· 6:30am, Wednesday 10 July – vessel makes its way though the Bradley’s Heads accompanied into Sydney Harbour with a water display performed by Sydney Ports’ Fire Tug Shirley Smith, customary for a ship on its maiden voyage to Sydney.

· 7:00am, Wednesday 10 July 2002 – arrives Overseas Passenger Terminal

· 3:00pm, Wednesday 10 July 2002 – leaves Overseas Passenger Terminal bound for New Zealand
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