Sydney Cove Passenger Terminal hosts the biggest cruise ship to visit Australia
Tuesday, 13 February 2001
The largest cruise ship ever to visit Australia will berth at the Sydney Cove Passenger Terminal on Saturday February 17, 2001. The new 76,152 ton Aurora will spend the evening in Sydney as part of her maiden round the world voyage.

On its journey into Sydney Harbour, Sydney Ports Corporation’s fire tug, “Shirley Smith” will meet the Aurora at Bradley’s Head and escort it into Circular Quay.

Chief Executive Officer of Sydney Ports Corporation, Greg Martin, said each year increasing numbers of International cruise ships are choosing Sydney as a port of call. 

“Refurbishments to the Sydney Cove Passenger Terminal include the provision of new amenities and improved public access to the building. The upgrade of the terminal demonstrates Sydney Ports’ commitment to meeting the needs of the cruise industry, ensuring Sydney remains Australia’s premier cruising destination”, Mr Martin said.

“The presence of the Aurora and other magnificent cruise ships from time to time, such as the QE2, Legend of the Seas and the Crystal Harmony which was berthed at the Terminal during the Olympics, add an entire dimension to an already spectacular vista of Sydney Harbour”, Mr Martin said.

The $A600 million Aurora, carrying 1900 passengers and 850 crew is more than a quarter of a kilometre long and stands 62 metres high. 

On its journey from Auckland, the ship will make its way through the heads Saturday morning at approximately 6:45am and move into the terminal by 7:30am. It will remain overnight and departs for Brisbane at 6:30pm Sunday evening.

In accordance with the long standing practice for a vessel on its maiden visit to a port, Sydney Ports Corporation will be presenting the Aurora’s Captain with a commemorative plaque at 11.30am on Saturday morning.
