Containerised Rural Exports the Way Forward
Sunday, 1 July 2001
An influential group of rail-port operators and users have today endorsed a report containing a series of actions which will enable the continued growth and efficiency of rural and regional containerised exports to Port Botany by rail. 

With the continued marketing benefits and growth achieved through containerised exports such as wheat, rice and cotton, the actions endorsed by Botany Rail Steering Group (BRSG), and chaired by Sydney Ports Corporation (Sydney Ports), will significantly increase rail capacity at Port Botany, further promoting Sydney’s competitive advantage over other eastern seaboard ports.

Sydney Ports’ Chief Executive Officer, Greg Martin, said the BRSG initiative was based on Botany Yard as it was the major ‘control valve’ regulating the flow of trains through the rail ‘pipeline’ between country and metropolitan rail terminals and the stevedore terminals, and contributes more than $36 billion dollars to the NSW economy each year.

“Currently, the system for tracking container movement to and from some intermodal ports was unreliable with containers arriving intermittently as “unknown”, Mr Martin said.

“Sydney Ports objective is to improve on this anomaly and advance the inland transport system with emphasis on the growth of rail transport, to serve the needs of rural exporters.

“The past 18 months has seen the growth of containerised exports of commodities previously shipped in bulk. This volume is moving by rail and has allowed exporters to meet niche market opportunities overseas.

“Containers of wheat for example are usually loaded in the regional areas of NSW and railed via intermodal terminals direct to the container terminals at Sydney’s ports - there is a strong network of regional terminals located at Moree, Narrabri, Wee Waa, Tamworth, Warren, Dubbo, Parkes, Blayney, Griffith, Junee and Wagga.

“In the past five years containerised freight movement to and from Port Botany by rail has increased three-fold.

“Last year trucks moved 78 per cent of containers to and from Port Botany, with rail transporting 22 per cent of containers - this financial year Sydney Ports expects a 25 per cent rail mode share of container movement at Port Botany, with an anticipated rail mode share of 30 per cent in the short term.

“The action to be taken at Port Botany, is a first where competitors alike have come together to share ‘operational’ information to implement a daily planning protocol to enhance the ‘control valve’s’ efficiency.

“The Botany “valve” suffers from communication errors which can cause delays in cargo and create a domino effect of time inefficiency for stevedore and rail operators.

“With the support of Sydney Ports, Rail Infrastructure Corporation (RIC) will oversee the changes to be implemented by all the participating members which includes FreightCorp, National Rail, Lachlan Valley Rail Services, Patrick Rail, Silverton Rail, Austrac Rail, MCS Rail, P&0 Ports, Patrick, P&O Trans Australia and Seatons.

“Sydney Ports will continue to work closely with rail companies, road authorities, road transport operators, stevedoring companies and intermodal terminal operators to ensure efficient and cost-effective transport options for products shipped through Sydney.”

Mr Martin said container growth on rail could be strongly attributed to government and private rail operator initiatives and the stevedores who have increased container handling rates at the port. “Sydney Ports will continue to work with rural and regional exporters to further develop these opportunities,” he said.
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