A new Trade Record for Sydney’s Ports
Monday, 25 July 2005
· 1,375,000 teus* 

· 8.3 per cent increase over last year 

· Record exports of 319, 620 teus - up 5.3 per cent over last year and the highest ever for Sydney.

A new all time high for container trade has been set by Sydney’s ports, with 1,375,000 containers# traded through the ports during the 2004/5 financial year. 

Sydney Ports Corporation Chief Executive Officer, Greg Martin, said the end of year trade of 1,375,000 teus was an 8.3 per cent increase on the previous financial year and showed an average growth trend of 10.9 per cent over three years. 

Of the total containers, 1,340,183 were handled through Port Botany (an increase of 9.1 per cent over 2003/4) and 34,817 through Sydney Harbour (a decrease of 16.1 per cent over 2003/4). 

Significantly this year a new record has been set for full export containers with 319,620 teus exported, a 5.3 per cent increase over last year. 

“Traditionally Sydney is an import dominant port and during 2004/5 full container imports increased by 6.7 per cent to 686,343 teus.” Mr Martin said. 

“These end of year preliminary container trade figures underline the importance of Sydney as an export port,” he said. 

Mr Martin said that container exports picked up this year especially through a combination of exports of chemical products, metals such as aluminium, and cereals to New Zealand, China, USA and South East Asian countries. 

More than 235,000 vehicles were imported this year, setting another record performance above the 220,775 vehicles imported during 2003/4. 

Imports of bulk chemicals were down on last year by 3.9 per cent, but machinery and manufactured goods were up by 6.7 per cent and 2.7 per cent respectively. Oil imports through Port Botany’s Bulk Liquids Berth increased marginally with a 2.4 per cent increase in refined oil and 5.5 per cent increase in crude oil. 

Mr Martin said that the year’s container trade growth record exceeded the average 7 per cent annual growth achieved over the past 30 years. “Sydney’s container throughput is expected to more than double over the next 20 years, exceeding some three million containers by 2025.” 

*An industry term used to describe a twenty foot container (teus). 
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