Bright Future for Port Based Rail and Shuttle Trains
Monday, 22 October 2001
Port based rail and intermodalism is the way of the future for import dominant and densely populated port locations such as Sydney.

Speaking at Lloyds List AusIntermodal Conference, Sydney Ports’ General Manager Commerce and Logistics, Simon Barney, mapped the way forward for achieving growth of container movement by rail, particularly in metropolitan regions.

“Sydney has a bias of import over export containers, however, current rail volume is very much skewed towards exports, reflecting the use of rail to move containers from regional areas,” Mr Barney said.

“In the past five years, rail volume at Sydney’s ports has increased from 79,000 TEU to 212,000 TEU and the percentage mode share is up from 14 per cent to 25 per cent.

“Only eight per cent of container imports are transported by rail while container exports have a rail mode share of 33 per cent.

“The challenge for the next five years is to increase the movement of containers by rail in the metropolitan area, particularly for imports.

“It is possible that with optimal operations within the metropolitan area large volumes of containers can be carried with relatively few rail movements using Shuttle trains. For example, one 60 TEU train performing three round trips per day can move 72,000 TEUs per annum.

“Sydney Ports’ proposed Enfield Intermodal Terminal has the key components for the future of metropolitan freight rail using shuttle trains to and from Port Botany.

“Enfield provides for dedicated freight rail access to the port, access to arterial road network, access to empty container depots, close proximity to cargo, sufficient track length and a large area of land of almost 50 hectares.

“Enfield has the opportunity to be the principal location for Sydney’s trade with Enfield’s volume coming from future rail growth not at the expense of others. Existing terminals together with the Enfield terminal will form part of an expanded intermodal network,” Mr Barney said. 

The Enfield Intermodal Terminal project is expected to be operational by 2004 following approval of an EIS. The Enfield freight line is already operating 24 hours per day and the intermodal terminal will also operate 24 hours per day. Future operations and management of the terminal will be assessed in parallel with the EIS process.
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