Sydney Ports Courts International Trade
Tuesday, 24 July 2001
Top shipping lines in Asia and Europe have been targeted for high level briefings by Sydney Ports Corporation as part of its strategic customer alliance program in assessing and meeting the growth trends in the container and motor vehicle sectors.

While in Europe today, Sydney Ports Corporation General Manager Commerce and Logistics, Simon Barney, said the reception by European shipping lines and ports had been positive towards Sydney Ports current and future strategies to meet trade demands.

Following meetings throughout Europe, Mr Barney said the European trade supported Sydney Ports push to cater for integrated transport systems and the continued development of port facilities. 

“What will be the key differentiator in the future between Australian ports is channel depth, adequate post Panamax cranage capacity of transport systems to efficiently handle increased trade, the uptake of eCommerce business systems, and the cooperation level between the port and port users,” he said.

“With Sydney Ports natural channel depth, sophisticated rail systems – now boasting 25 per cent market share of land based container movements, implementation of eCommerce systems, and solid relations with stevedoring companies and port users, Sydney Ports is well poised for future developments in vessel size and demands on logistics infrastructure.”

Mr Barney also met with port logistic operators in Hong Kong; Rotterdam Rail Service Centre; and major shipping lines in Rotterdam, Hamburg, Geneva, and London. 

With consistent growth trends in container and motor vehicle sectors to Australia, Sydney Ports Corporation has also targeted North Asia where key decision makers in the motor vehicle trade are based.

Sydney Ports Senior Manager Trade Development, Phil Rosser, said his reception by key container and motor vehicle shipping lines in Japan, Taiwan and China was welcomed with great interest given Sydney Ports Corporation call for Expressions of Interest (EOI) at Glebe Island/White Bay (GI/WB) and continued port developments.

“The EOI follows the adoption of (GI/WB)Master Plan which designated an area specifically for port related use - Sydney Ports embarked on a schedule of improvements which enabled the freeing up of additional land capacity as well as the improvement of the rail and road access to the area,” Mr Rosser said.

“In recent years, trends for motor vehicle imports have increased greatly – approximately 65 per cent of Australian car sales are imports (up from 28 per cent in 1987), Sydney alone accounts for almost 35 per cent of those Australian imports.

“It is clear from industry that they want to see GI/WB retained, among other activities, as a major facility for motor vehicle imports in NSW. As North Asia is one of the major markets for Sydney Ports the mission will only serve to ensure solid tenders are provided for GI/WB,” he said.
