Namoi Cotton Wins Sydney Ports Export Award
Friday, 19 October 2001
Following a good growing season, record levels of production and increased export volume, Namoi Cotton Cooperative Ltd. was the recipient of the Sydney Ports Corporation sponsored award - “Highest Export Growth through Sydney Ports”, last night at the Premier’s NSW Exporter of the Year Awards.

Sydney Ports Senior Trade Development Manager, Mr Phil Rosser, said the awards recognise export excellence and through The Australian Institute of Export (NSW) Ltd, and with Sydney Ports’ support, the drive for export excellence can be recognised.

“During the past financial year, Sydney Ports recorded high export growth for cotton with an impressive 355,000 mass tonnes or 28,000 TEUs*, 35 per cent higher than the previous year - of this, Namoi was the biggest exporter including growing volume through Sydney’s ports,” he said.

“Recent improvements to both rail access into the Port Botany container terminals and service arrangements to the network of rural intermodal terminals – particularly Moree, Wee Waa, Narrabri, Warren and Trangie, have enabled cotton shippers to have much greater confidence in achieving designated arrival times at the port, in line with shipping line schedules.

“Improved stevedoring performance and maintaining fixed-day sailings has added greatly to the overall reliability of the total logistics movement from growers to buyers.

Mr Rosser added that shipping services from Sydney Ports to South East Asia, Japan and Korea, the major markets for Australian cotton, provide yet another advantage to exporters of cotton.

“Services from Sydney to these markets total 27 sailings per month to South East Asia and 17 to Japan, making Sydney the preferred port for exporters to Asia. This represents on average of more than one sailing per day to these areas,” he said.

Cotton is not the only rural export product to have increased during the year through the ports of Sydney. Containerised meat and wine increased substantially from last year and a relatively new development, containerised wheat, increased by 250 per cent from last year.

Approximately 150,000 rural origin TEU* exports go through Sydney’s ports per year.

*(teus = twenty foot equivalent units)
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