Proposed Port Botany Expansion - Balancing Social, Environmental and Economic Needs
Sunday, 9 November 2003
The fifth in a series of community newsletters for the proposed Port Botany Expansion has been circulated to stakeholders today.

This latest newsletter:

1. outlines and confirms the need for, and the benefits of expanding container facilities at Port Botany;

2. responds to stakeholder input; 

3. outlines the lodgement of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), Commission of Inquiry, and the State Government’s Ports Growth Plan.

Port Botany provides direct access to NSW’s largest market. The main market for containers (TEUs*) moved through Port Botany is the Sydney metropolitan area and approximately 85 per cent of containers have their origin or destination within 40 kilometres of the port.

More than 1 million TEUs currently enter or leave Sydney’s ports each year. Trade forecasts show this annual volume of container trade throughput is expected to exceed three million TEUs by about 2025. If adequate capacity is not provided in time to meet the forecast demand, the port will become inefficient. Costs of shipping congestion would be borne by consumers and business in the form of higher goods’ prices and delays in deliveries. In the long term, trade would be diverted to other major interstate ports.

To meet future trade demand, the proposed expansion includes the reclamation of approximately 60 hectares of land to provide for five new shipping berths and additional container terminal area between the existing Port Botany container terminals and the airport’s Parallel Runway. Access to the new terminal would be by dedicated road and rail bridges.

The proposal provides for future economic growth and would generate some 9,000 direct and indirect additional jobs. The proposal includes a number of new recreational and public facilities, and the expansion and enhancement of the ecological habitat of Penrhyn Estuary for migratory birds.

Sydney Ports recognises the competing interests of stakeholders and has deliberately designed the expansion to provide a balance between economic, social and environmental values and needs.

Sydney Ports will lodge its comprehensive EIS, which will be the subject of a Commission of Inquiry, with the Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources by the end of the year. The Department will provide public advice of the exhibition period and locations for viewing the EIS which is anticipated to be on public display by early 2004.


*TEUs - twenty foot equivalent

Newsletter 5 is available at www.sydneyports.com.au

For further information contact: Emma Ridley Tel: 02 9296 4995 or 0414 426 614 


