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                                  Trade Highlights 

1 July 2009 to 31 December2009 
 

CONTAINER TRADE 
 Container trade performance for year to date (YTD) December 2009/10 was 0.993 million 

TEUs, up 0.8% on the same period last year. The container throughput for the year to date 
31 December 2009 experienced positive YoY growth for the first time since July 2009. 

 December 2009 container trade reached 176,400 TEUs which was an increase of 10.7% on 
the same period last year. This is the highest container trade for the month of December in 
history. Predominately impacting on this result is the increase in imports of full containers 
(16.2%) and the lesser impact of an increase in the export of empty containers (11.2%) 
during the month of December 2009.  

 Total full container imports for YTD December 2009/10 reached 496,200 TEUs, up 1.3% 
on the corresponding period last year. The leading import regions were dominated by East 
Asia (47%), South East Asia (15%) and Europe (14%), which combined account for 76% of 
total full container imports through the ports of Sydney. 

 Full container exports for YTD December 2009/10 reached 223,300 TEUs up 0.4% 
compared to the same period last year. The higher exports of cereals, non-ferrous metals and 
waste paper have been the primary drivers of the growth. Cereal exports continue to have 
strong growth as a result of favourable growing conditions in the North West and Central 
West regions of the State, up 59.8% YTD December 2009/10 on the same period last year.  

 Exports of empty containers for YTD December 2009/10 decreased 0.4% compared to the 
same period last year, reaching 261,000 TEUs. Empty container exports performance is 
directly linked to the strength of full container imports. As such, the decrease of empty 
container exports through the ports of Sydney will continue when the movement in full 
container imports is lower than the movement in full container exports. 

CONTAINERISED COMMODITIES 
 The top imported commodities were headed by, miscellaneous manufactures, machinery and 

transport equipment and chemical products, which combined represented 56.6% of all 
containerised goods imported through Sydney’s ports.  

 The leading containerised exports in TEUs through the ports of Sydney for YTD December 
2009/10 were chemical products, cereals and machinery and transport equipment. 

NON-CONTAINERISED TRADE 
 Non-containerised imports for YTD December 2009/10 decreased 4.2% compared to the 

corresponding period last year, to 6.3 million mass tonnes. This was due mainly to refined oil 
imports which decreased by 17.8% and a decrease in propane imports of 24.9%. However 
the YTD December result for non-containerised imports was partially offset by crude oil 
imports which increased by 11.0% on the same period last year. 

 Non-containerised exports decreased 22.5% to 287,600 mass tonnes for YTD December 
2009/10. This decrease was mainly attributable to reduced propane coastal and New 
Zealand exports and lower refined oil exports. 

TOTAL TRADE 
 Total trade for the financial year to 31 December 2009 was 14.2 million mass tonnes ― a 

decrease of 3.7% compared to the same period last year. This was mainly as a result of the 
cessation of the motor vehicle trade through Glebe Island in November 2008  

 Non-containerised trade was 6.6 million mass tonnes (representing 46.7% of total trade in 
mass tonnes). Containerised trade was 7.0 million mass tonnes (49.3% of total trade in mass 
tonnes). The balance (0.6 million mass tonnes) comprised empty containers (4.0% of total 
trade in mass tonnes). 

 * Total trade in mass tonnes terms comprises non-containerised trade and containerised trade (including empty containers) through 
Sydney’s ports. 

 
 
 

Disclaimer: Whilst every effort has been made to ensure that information contained in this bulletin is accurate, Sydney Ports Corporation gives no guarantee regarding this 
information and accepts no responsibility for any inconvenience, or any direct or consequential loss, arising from information disclosed herewith.  Readers should undertake 

their own enquiries in relation to any of the facts referred to before acting on them.  



 
 

Major Country & Region Container Trade in TEUs 
1 July 2009 to 31 December2009 

 
 
Total TEU Trade by Month - 2009/10 vs. 2008/09 
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       Import Container Trade in TEUs 

1 July 2009 to 31 December 2009 
 

 
 
Total FULL & EMPTY Import TEU Trade by Month - 2009/10 vs. 2008/09 
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Export Container Trade in TEUs 
1 July 2009 to 31 December 2009 

 

 
 

Total FULL & EMPTY Export TEU Trade by Month - 2009/10 vs. 2008/09 
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Major Commodity & Country Container Trade in TEUs 
December 2009 

 
 



 
 

Containerised Commodities in TEUs 
1 July 2009 to 31 December 2009 

 
 
Imports – TEUs 
 
 

 
 
* Contains Hong Kong figures 
* % Change = % movement on same period last FY  
 
 
Exports – TEUs 
 
 

 
  
 
* Contains Hong Kong figures 
* % Change = % movement on same period last FY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Non-Containerised Trade in Mass Tonnes 

1 July 2009 to 31 December 2009 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Non-Containerised Cargo in Mass Tonnes by Month - 2009/10 vs. 2008/09 
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Commercial Vessel Visits by Type 

1 July 2009 to 31 December 2009 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Sydney Ports Corporation Commercial Vessel Visits
 1 July 2009 to 31 December 2009
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